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To the R EAD E R. 


As the author of the following difcouſe had 
an appointment to be at Warwick on a viſit 
to a friend in that town, who has read and 
received the writings of Baron Swedenborg,—that 
friend expreſſed a defire that I might deliver a 
diſcourſe i in Warwick, if a chapel could be at my 
ſervice; this deſire was communicated to the Rev. 
Mr. Fiz, the miniſter of the Unitarian ſociety, 
or to ſome one of the members—in conſequence of 
which, a very polite offer of the chapel was ſent 
me by letter from Mr. FIELD and the ſociety ; ; 
which offer I accepted, and on the Tueſday even- 
ing, October yth delivered the following diſcourſe 
to a reſpettable audience. And it is but juſ- 
tice to add, that a very ſerious. attention was 
| Ag given | 


L 


given throughout the ſervice every mark of 
chriſtian reſpett paid to myſelf: and no bigotry or 
farty manifeſted. 


Some of my friends who heard the diſcourſe 
delivered, and others in conjunction with them, 
have requeſted the publication of it; believing it 
is calculated to remove prejudice - excite an en- 
quiry into the important events of the laſt days— 
and lead the mind to an inveſtigation of thoſe 
divine truths which are now opening. to mankind, 
In compliance with their, requeſt, I now offer 
it to the candid and impartial examination of up- 
right and ſincere minds. Moſt earneſtly wiſhing 
it may be of real uſe to all who read it—a mean 
in the hand of the Lord of leading them to genuine 
truth-—ſound doftrine—a good l ifſe—and i into'the new 
church and kingdom the Lord is now eſtabliſhing 


on the earth, 


All Chriſtians in general believe that the Lord 
Jeſys Chriſt will come again—they are expecting 
his 


(T 
his ſecond appearing—and moſt (I preſume) | 
Judge the time is not far diſtant. —We are (through 


divine mercy) convinced that HER IS come, We 


| * 


behold Him in the glory of his ſecond advent. 
And we ſee it our indiſpenfible duty to inform 
our fellow Chriſtians that the Lord their God is 


at hand—that ſo they may prepare themſelves— F 


trim their lamps—go forth to meet the bride- 
groom—enter into the marriage—and be happy 
with the Lord. The deſign of the following diſ- 
courſe is to raiſe in the mind a DpESIRE To Know 
whether the facts we aſſert, and the dottrines 


we eſpouſe are TRUE or FALSE,—And as no ac- 


curate judgment can be formed without examina- 

tion, hence an impartial and AN DID PERUSAL o 
what is written by one whom ve eſteem as the 

faithful ſcribe and meſſenger of the Lord, is 

warmly recommended. 


I conclude therefore by reminding you of the 
Lord's advice, Matt. xxiv. 44, Therefore zz yz 
ALSO READY, for in such AN HOUR As YOU 


THINK Nor the Son of man cometh, 
e May 


— ͤ—6U6—üũů oo Os eo On 


y- 1 —— — — — — 


RB nc 


—vyͤ—̃ —— ee — — Rn EU - — 0 ·;* n 
6 . 1 , 
v 4 
* 


% 
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May you all be ready and prepared to receive 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the eternal God of heaven 
and earth in this his ſecond appearing—behold his 
glory—enter into his new kingdom—and en- 
joy the unſpeakable felicities thereof for ever 


and ever! 5 5 
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Mic k. iv. „ 2. 


But in the laſt days it ſhall come to paſs, that the mountain 
of the houſe of the Lo rp ſhall be eftabliſhed in the top 
of the mountains, and it ſhall be exalted above the hills, 

and people ſhall flow unto it. And many nations ſhall 
come and fay, Come and let us go up to the mountain of 

_ the Lok p, and to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for the law fhall go forth of Zion, and the 

word 77 the Lox p from Jeruſalem. 


My Chriſtian friends, —As the diyine Being 
in the -courſe of his providence has favored me 
with an opportunity of ſtanding up in this chapel, 

—the uſe of which has been kindly offered me, by 
this candid and liberal ſaciety—lo it is my ear- 
neſt deſire, to deliver a few thoughts among you» 
| that may be profile 6 and ediſying. And this I 


would FI 


(8) 


would do plainy—in faithfulneſs, and with all that 
candor, humility and deference which become the 
chriſtian-charatter.—It is well known, I preſume, 
to the congregation now preſent, that the religi- 
ous ſentiments I avow very materially differ from 
thoſe preached and inculcated in this place, - and 
it is very probable my audience are wiſhing ta 
know what theſe STRANGE- THINGS: mean.—1 
ſhall therefore endeavour to gratify that wiſh, as 
fully as I can in an evening lecture. And you 
will I truſt, conſider me as doing this rather from 
a deſire to inform, than from a_ preſumption of 
converting you to my ſentiments. And permit 
me moſt ſolemnly to aſſure you, that ſo very far 
am I from having an intention of giving any 
offence to a ſingle perſon, that ſhould I hereafter 
find one judicious hearer had been juſtly offended, 
I ſhould ſincerely - regret that I accepted. the ge- 
nerous offer you have made me, 


It is acknowledged, and that truly, by chriſtians 
in general, that there are many prophecies in the 
holy word which have not had their accompliſh- 
ment in the chriſtian church and diſpenſation. — 
Men are looking forward with pleaſing expecta- 
tion to that time when the propheſies ſhall be 
ſulbled—theyr believe a very ſingular change will 
f take 


(0.2 | 
take FOR) that the Loup Jesvs will aftualty 
wike the world a ſecond time. But warn He 
wilt come—the Manyer of his appearing, and 
the work he wil then de, —they are not ſo well 
agreed in. However it is generally believed 
that the Loxn when he does come will appear in 
proper perſon, as much ſo as in his firſt advent, 
though in much greater glory and magnificence. 
— But this idea (with many more connected with 
it) has taken place in conſequence of conſidering 
the holy word LITERALLY and not SPIRITUALLY. 
Alt is pretty well known that our ideas are very 
different—that although we. as cordially believe 
in the Loy” s fecond advent as any men upon 
earth can do, yet we by no means admit of his 
perſonal appearance (for 'reafons J ſhall giye in 
the courſe of this leQture.)—And as it is alſo 
known that we as firmly believe the Loxp 18 
coME a ſecond time It feems expedient for 
me to give you a few reaſons for our fo judg- 
ing, and alſo for our denying his PERSONAL | 
appearance. Gag 


You will n—_ that in the 24th PRES of 
Matthew, our bleſſed Lox has very fully predicted 
0 ſuoceſti ve Rates of the Chriſtian church * 
3 —its 


2 Zy che Chriftian 45 we mean the Whole Chriſtian 
' world—whether Catholics, Proteſtants, or diſſenting Proteſ- 
: Fants;—and vo. particular eſtabliſhment, 


8 
» 


( 100 


a 
| | —its decline—that the abomination of diſolatiow 
| 
| 
| 


Mi | would be ſet up—the conſummation of the church 
and his ſecond appearing.— And whoever takes 
an impartial view of the Chriſtian church, at this 


| day, muſt one would imagine be convinced that 
i What our Loxp hath there deelared is already 
| fulfilled.— Time will not permit me to go through 
the whole chapter, but I will notice two or three 
circumſtances. | 


Y — - n 2 A 


R 
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1. Our Lon p ſays, when ye ſhall ſee the abo- 
| mination of diſolation ſpoken. of by Daniel, ſtand 
in the holy place, then let them which be in Judea 
| flee to the mountains—and immediately aſter 
| | 55 down to the giſt ver. he ſpeakes of his ſecond 
| coming.—W hat the abomination which makes 
deſolate is, we may very eaſily know.—Viz. it is 
| that unſcriptural, irrational, and moſt deſtruQive 
| | doctrine, which was ſet up at the council of Nice, 
is and has fince ſpread itſelf all over the Chriſtian 
world, namely the doQrine of TREE Govs, or 
. three divine perſons in the godhead, each of which 
| is diſtinctly and properly Lox p and God.—This is 
that arch hereſy from which all the errors and falſe 
doctrines now abounding have taken their riſe. 
„ I ſay it is unſcriptural, for the holy word abundantly. 
| declares that God is One and no more. Hear O 
Iſreal the Loxp thy God is one Loxyd—lI am 
1 God 
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God and there is none beſides me, is the language 
of infpration. But if there are three perſons in 
the godhead,. there muſt be three Gods—as a per- 


fon cannot exiſt without an efſence—and three 


eſſences muſt be three divine Beings or Gods, and 
which cannot exiſt. It is z7rattonal—Reaſon tells 
us there can be butꝰone God—one firſt cauſe—one 
Almighty Omnipotent Jehovah. It is deſtructive, 
it deſtroys all true faith and worſhip. It is there- 
fore the abomination of deſolation. It has deſo- 
lated the church of pure truth and ſound doctrine. 
It is the grand univerſal which runs through all 


che notions and ſentiments now maintained in the 
Chriſtian world. —And therefore our Loxy ſays © 


in the 29th ver. immediately after the tribulation 
of thoſe days, ſhall the ſun be darkened and the 
moon ſhall not give her light—and the ſtars ſhall 
fall from heaven, —Never was a divine prediction 
more fully. accompliſhed than this. But then 
not according to the common notion of its ful- 
filment, . | 


Ft 


_ Chriſtians judge of the word literally inſtead of 


ſpiritually, and therefore cannot conceive how 
the word can be accompliſhed, they ſuppoſe 
the material ſun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine—the lunar 


| * mall be darkened and the ſtars above us 
B 2 actually 


COR — — — 
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aQually fall from their orbs. But firs, how: ex- 
travagant are ſuch ideas! how abſurd are they 
Don't you remember that Joel long before the 


coming of the Loxp in the fleſh, predifted that 
the ſun ſhould be turned into darkneſs and the 
moon into blood, before. the great day of the 
Loxy ?—And did not Paier declare at the day of 
pentecoſt (in the 2d of As) that in that very day 
Joel's propheſy was fulfilled, and immediately 
quotes the words of the ſun's being darkened, the 
moon being turned into blood and ſo on 2 
But you know this was not literally true 
the ſun, moon, and ſtars, continue to this. day 
as bright as ever. Conſider this ge at pen 
leiſure. | 


, 


The word of the Lox is written by corteſpor. 
dences— natural things correſponding to ſpiritual 
are uſed to expreſs ſpiritual things, in language 
atcomiodated to men. By the ſun being darkened. 
is ſignified that divine love ſhould be loſt in the 
church—by the moon not giving her light, is 
meant that a found faith in the word ſhould 
ceaſe and by the ſtars falling from heaven that 
the knowledge of divine truths heavenly doctrines, 
ſhauld be loſt. And that this is the Rate . of 


the 


(49) 


the Chriſtian world at this day, you muſt be 
convinced. 


Where is that pure ardent love to the one 
living and true God, which is the foundation of all 
true religion? here is that ſound pure faith in 
the word of God which the primitive Chriſtians 
experienced p. And where ſhall we find a genuine 
ſpiritual knowledge of divine truths, heavenly 
doctrines ? Look round you my good firs, and 
confider. the real ſtate of the Chriſtian church of 
all deſcriptions.-Are they not divided and ſyb« 
divided into numberleſs parties, names, and 
proſeſfons?— Are there not almoſt as many op- 
poſite and contradittory opinions and doQrines 
as there ate men? Do they not all think them- 
ſelves right. each one attempt to confirm and 
eſtabliſhi their own opinions and views upon the 

vord of God ? Is it not lo here is Chriſt, and lo 
there! all over Chriſtendom? Can any greater 
or more convineing proof be given that they are 
fallen from the truth And where ſhall we find 
love, charity, and union of foul ? What is more 
common than diſputes, controverfies, difſentions, wars, 
and contentions PAlI this you are well acquaint- 

ed with—and every ſerious mind muſt lament the 


dad —abe fallen—tho dark Rate of the (gow 


Bui 
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But I cannot do juſtice to theſe ſubjeRs in one 
diſcourſe, —you muſt therefore excuſe my en- 
largement. You will obſerve our Logvimmedi- 
tely adds in the goth ver, And then ſhall appear 
the ſign of the ſon of man in heaven, and then 
ſhall all the tribes of the carth mourn, and they ſhall 
ſee the ſon of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. But here again, 
Chriſtians conſider che word literally, as though 
the LoxpD would appear upon the vapory clouds 
over our heads. But if they would but recolleR 
bow oſten Jehovah ſpeaks. of riding upon the 
clouds —his ſtrength being in the clouds—his 
glory being in the clouds, and the like, - they 
ſarely would not conceiye that vapors of the 
earth are meant. By cLounps the literal ſenſe af 
the holy word is meant, as that ĩs as a cloud or cover 
ing to the internal ſpiritual ſenſe - and by power 
and great glory are ſigniſied the revelation of the 
word in its ſoiritual and internal meaning.— When 
the Lox». came in THE FLESH, he came as divine 
truth, hence it 1s faid © the word was made Ali and 
dwelt among us. He then deſcended into the ulli- 
mates of nature. and took the human form, becauſe 
he came to ſubdue the hells, redeem mankind, and 
make ſalvation poſſible to all. Henge he appear- 
ed as a man—ſuftained temptations—fought 
30 againſt 


(45) 


againſt all the infernal powers—ſi ubju gated the hells 
—and now holds themi in eternal | fubjeftion. —At that 
time the Loxp opened more of his holy word, 
than had been before made known. — But ſuch : 
was the ſtate of men, that had. be revealed the 
interior truths thereof, they would have profaned 
them therefore he fooke to the people i in para- 
bles—but told his diſciples the time ſhould come 
when he would more fully and plainly open his 
truths. The prophecies relative to the Loxv's 
ſecond advent declare the abundant increaſe of 
wiſdom —knowledge goodneſt and truth. That 
the mountains ſhall drop down new wine—the 
hills flow with milk and all the rivers of Judah, 
with waters, &c. &c. By the ſecond coming of 
the Loxp therefore, is meant his appearing in the. 
power and glory of his own divine word, to chaſe, 
away the clouds of error, falſehood, and darkneſy 
which abound in the church,—to remove the vail 
from all faces—deliver us from the human inven- 
tions—traditions and falſe doctrines which have 
deſolated the Chriſtian church—to reſtore foiritual 
w iſdom—pure love—genuine faith—ardent charity, and 
true piety.— And thus to ſet up and eſtabliſh a 
church and kingdom which ſhall be the glory and | 
crown of all churches, and which ſhall ſtand 
for « ever. 


We 


Bw : * 
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we art ed in che Uleareſt and moſf 
poſitive 1 manner that the time is come for the ac- 
compliſhment of theſe great and glorious purpoſes. 
We ſee that the Chriſtian church of all denomi- 
nations, is ſunk into error; falfehood and evil— 
that the abomination of defolation is ſet up in the 
holy place—that pure love to God—ſound faith 
—and true charity are in the general loft And 
what is more, the holy word is opened in its inter- 
nal ſpiritual ſenſe the ſenſe of correſpondences 
in which it is written, is revealed Its facred and 
holy contents are made known—and the divine 
power and glory of the Loxp appear. The ſun 
of heaven again riſes upon the world with ſeveh- 
fold ſplendour and, effulgence. And we rejoice 
in the conſideration that this bleſſed propheſy is 
fulfilling, namely, In that day ſhall the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lon D cover the earth as s the 
waters do the fea. 


1 as when the Lond Grſt came, ah Jews i in 
general gave no credit to his meſſenger who was 
ſent to prepare his way—and in conſequence of 
ſuch incredulity rejected the Loxp himſelf; ſo 
it is now with too many. We announce to the 
world that the Loxp hath ſent a meſſenger to 
prepare the way for his ſecond advent. By whom 
he 


| * 7 
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he hach made known the ſtate of the fallen chureb 
the manner of his ſecond appearing—the nature 
of his new kingdom the pure truths and doctrines 
of his holy word —and thus is he preparing the 
minds of men for the reception of their LoxD and 
Gop.—As to the man, he is out of the queſtion. 
He was only the ſcribe of the Loxv, by whom as 
an inſtrument, he is pleaſed to prepare the way 
for his own glorious appearing.—And as suck, 
I cannot help very warmly recommending what he 
has written, to the unprejudiced and impartial conſi- 
deration of my fellow Chriſtians of every deno- 
minotion.—And 1 ſcruple not to hazard my 
reputation as à man, as a Chriſtian, and as a miniſter, 
by a moſt ſolemn avowal, that I eſteem him as 
much the ſervant and meſſenger of the Lox 

| Jehovah, as any prophet or apoſtle that ever wrote 
or ſpoke in the name of the Lord. Although like 
both prophets and apoſtles, with the Lonv himſelf, 
he is ſuppoſed by many to be an enthufiaſt—a viſc0.- 
nary—an impoſter—and a mad man.—If I ſtood 
before ten thouſand people and this were the laſt 
ſermon I ſhould ever preach on earth, I would, 
with all the confidence of a man—the love of a Chr. 
tian—and the zeal of a miniſter —earneſtly requeſt 
every perſon within the ſound of my voice, to 
.read with an impartial ſerious mind the writings 


— 
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of E. SwEDENBORG,—T would do it, becauſe 1 
know that hereby they would be led to ſee the 
errors, falſe doctrines and human inventions, 
which every where abound the pure doctrines and 
truths of the holy word would be opened to their un- 
derſtandings they would be rationally and ſeri ptu- 
rally convinced of the Lox »'s ſecond appearing— 
know that he is now ſetting up a church and kingdom 
that ſhall ſtand for ever and with unſpeakable 
gratitude, affection and joy, would they enter in 
and be happy.—They would then be convinced 
that the word of the Loxp is ſpiritual and not 
natura that the ſecond coming of the Loxp can- 
not be perſonal— nor his advent preceeded by or 
attended witk—ſuns in darkneſs—moons in blood 
—falling ſtars—worlds in flames—and nature dif. 
ſolved. No, firs, if we wait for the fecond com- 
ing of the Lox till theſe things take place—till 
theſe dreadful cataſtrophies happen, we mop wait 
for ever, and never find them. N 


Let me intreat you to conſider that the word 
of God is ſpiritual and divine, and muſt have a ſpiritual 
accompliſhment.—That although it ſpeaks of ſuns, - 


moons, and ſtars, —trees, houſes, ſtones,—moun- 2 


tains, —fields, —and lands, with many other natural 
things, yet every one of them have a ſpiritual | 
ſignification. 


(19) 


ſignification.—And no other way can the word 
be underſtood in its internal ſenſe than by know- 
ing to what theſe natural things correſpond— 
THAT revelation is now made from the Lozo, 
and it will be our wiſdom to make ourſelves ag- 
duainted with it. As a proof of this obſervation 
and that the words in Matthew to which I have 
alluded, muſt not, cannot mean ſuch things literally, 
1 would refer you to Rev. xii. 1, 2. where it is 
ſaid, a woman was ſeen in heaven clothed with 
the ſun the moon under her feet and upon her 
head a crown of twelve ſtars. Every one muſt 
know that this is impoſſible in the letter but when 
we know that by a woman is meant the church, that 
ſhe is clothed with divine love—founded upon a 


true faith—and crowned with the knowledge of 
divine truths, then the words appear beautiful— 
inſtructive and ſpiritual, like every other part vr ; 


the ſacred Pages. 


But as I have ſaid the Chriſtian world is ſunk 
8 error, darkneſs, and falſehood that the Lox D 
is now diſperſing thoſe clouds—and revealing the 
genuine doftrines of divine truth—you will pro- 
| bably aſk what thoſe eſſential doftrines are And 
as I fincerely wiſh to ſatisfy the laudablc curioſity 
of my audience, as well as faithfully to deliver what 

C2 I 
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I believe of ſo much importance, I ſhall make a 
candid reply. But you will permit me to aſſure 
you, that I by no means do this cither through a 
ſpirit of oppoſition to thoſe who diſſent from my 
ſentiments—or with the leaſt intention of giving 
diſguſt to {ſingle hearer.—But from a full 
perſuaſion of mind that you will expett it 
from me—and 2dly, from an earneſt deſire of 
faithfully publiſhing thoſe truths which I am 
convinced are the eſſentials of all true religion; 


and to which I ſhall ever think it my higheſt. ho- 


pour to bear teſtimony, though that teſtimony were 
to be ſealed with my life. —If therefore, what I 
ſhall deliver upon this ſubje ſhould. materially 
differ from the ſentiments of my preſent audience, 
—they will, I trult, only conſider me as ſubmtting 
to their impartial conſideration the doctrines 1 
conceive to be true give them a rational and 
ſcriptural inveſtigation, and then receive or reje&t 
them as their own unbiaſed judgment ſhall deter- 
mine.—And although I may expreſs myſelf con- 
cerning the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt in a language 
much ſtronger than ſome of my hearers can. at 


preſent adopt, yet I preſume I am addreſſing a 


congregation who eſteem, venerate, and love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a prophet, a redeemer, and 
fayjour—and the love they bear to his name will 

| not 


Cay 


not ſuffer them'to be offended with that- perſon 
who ſpeaks of him in warmer and more exalted 
terms than themſelves. TY. 


| J obſerve then, the grand eſſential doctrines of 
the Loxp's new kingdom are the following: 


iſt. That there is but one God in one divine 


perfon, and that the Loxp and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt in his glorified humanity is that one God and 
Sauiour.—1 know there are many, and perhaps 
ſome I amnow addrefling, who believe there is but 
one God—they have been diſguſted and hurt by the 
idea of three divine perſons in the godhead and 
are convinced if there are three perſous there 
muſt be three Gods, This they know is impoſſi- 
ble—and not having thoſe clear conceptions of the 
. Deity which are now made manifeſt, they have 
conceived the Father is God alone, and that the 
Loxp Jeſus is not a divine perſon. I do not 
wonder they have entertained this idea, it 1s much 
more RATIONAL than the notion of three Gods 


or three perſons in the godhead.— And I ſhould. 


Hope there is nothing more wanting to induce 
ſuch perſons to own the Loxp Jeſus as the only 
God, than a conviction from the word that he is 

the Father, the vexy GOD they imagine ANOTHER 
10 
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to be, whatever deſtinQtion, of names, appellations, 
and characters there may be in the ſacred pages, it is 
moſt obvious that Jehovah is ons Gop—that 
Jehovah who hath in the Old Teſtament declared 
| Himſelf to be the ox Ly God, hath as ſolemnly, and 


| almoſt as repeatedly, declared himſelf to be the 
ONLY SAVIOUR and REDEN EA, — That the Lon p 
. Jeſus who hath in the New Teſtament declared 
himſelf to be the ox Ly SAVIOUR and REDEEMER, 
hath as ſolemnly declared himſelf to be the ov 
God the Arxicury—the firſt and the laſt the 
IAM. But through the falſe philoſophy, traditions 
and inventions of men, ſerious minds have been 
"bewildered—led aſtray from pure truth—and in 
THIS CASE as well as in almoſt every other of a 
religious kind, they have not known what judge- 
ment to make. Did we but conſider that in our- 
ſelyes—in the holy word—in the divine being and 
in every thing elle there is a Trinity Or THREE 
-FOLD PRINCIPLE, then every thing that appears 
difficult as to this ſubject, would be eaſy andplain. 
 J=novan Gop aſſumed the humanity for the 
redemption of mankind—the humanity he aſſumed 
from himſelf he glorified and made divine—and 
he is God and Man in one divine perſon.—He is 
che only God and the o MAN, as we are all 
EN from him, —If we would only conceive that 
that 
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that the Father is the DIVINE Küss che Son the 


DIVINE HUMAN—and the Holy Spirit the divine 
preceeding or operation, we ſhould then ſee that the 
true God is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Lon p 
Jefus Chriſt the only true God. And that there 
is in him a divine Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spiritlike foul, body, and operation in man. 


I do not mean to attempt in this diſcourſe a 
regular proof of the doctrines we avow, as time 
will not admit of it. The works 'I have recom- 
mended, particularly the Treatiſe entitled, the 
Doftrine of the Sacred Scriptures concerning the 
Lord, will abundantly prove by reaſon and 
ſcripture—that God is one—in one divine per- 
ſon—and that the Lox» and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
is that one God.—If you candidly and with an un- 
prejudiced mind, re-examine the holy word, with 
the heart directed to the Loxp for true light and 
wiſdom, you will find the bleſſed God declares 
by all his prophets, that he is the only God that 
beſide him there is xo Gop—that he alſo is the 
alone ſaviour and redeemer, to whom all the ends 
of the earth are to look for ſalvation.—And you 
will obſerve that the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt as 
_ poſitively in the Evangeliſts and in the Revelations 


declares himſelf to be the almighty—the only 
ſaviour: 
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ſaviour and W I AM—the alk and 
omega. And all the apoſtles bear witneſs that he 
is the true God and eternal life the only wiſe- 
God our faviour—God with us—in whom 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily, &c. 
| — Whatever names, attributes, characters, and 
perfeQtions, are eſſential to deity, are given to and 
centre in the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt—he is the 
father, the ſon, and the holy ſpirit the creator, 
redeemer, and regenerator—he is omnipoten.—. 
omniſcient—omnipreſent—immutable and. eternal. 
He is the king of kings and Lo RD of Lonxps— 
worſhipped and adored by all in heaven—worths 
to receive glory, honour, might, dominion, and 
mazeſty—for he was—he is—and is to, come 
the I AM—the only Jehovah. The father as to his 
divine eſſence, the ſon as to his divine humanity, 
and the holy ſpirit as to his divine operations, 
one God in one divine pexſon—to whom be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever Happy ſhould 
I be and moſt ſincerely thankful, if what has been 
Taid, ſhould be a mean of exciting in your mind gp 
moſt ſerious and impartial enquiry into. this moſt 
eſſential and all-important truth, that | you may 
be rationally and ſcripturally convinced the Lozy 
Jeſus is that Jehavah you wiſh to adore and 
love. 


But 
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- But to proceed. Another eſſential dofring 
which we maintain is pure ardent love to. the 
Loxp our God, ariſing from genuine knowledge 
and faith. We conceive that the eſſence of all 
true piety and religion is Lovz. Man is endow-. 
ed with two faculties which conſtitute his LIr E. 
One is called his wWILL, the other his UN DER- 
STANDING. The human mind conliſteth of theſe 
two faculties, and every power and principle of 
life hath its reſidence therein. © Lovz conſtitut- 
eth the very eſſence of a man's life, forming accord- 
ing to its nature both the quality of his life and 
the general character of the man. There are two 
kinds of love, from which as their proper foun- 
tain all the varieties of goodneſs and truth 
derive their exiſtence. Theſe two kinds of love, 
are, love towards the Loxp and love to- 
ward . our neighbour, The oppoſite loves 
to theſe and which give birth to all that is 
evil and falſe, are ſelf-love and the love of the 
world. —Love to the Loxp therefore and love 
to our neighbour form the kingdom of heaven. 
in the foul of man.“ Hence we maintain the 
abſolute neceſſity of loving the Loa D our God 
with all the heart, ſoul, mind, and ſrength—and 
our neighbour as ourſelves—We conlider theſe 
as the eſſence of all true religion.—And we. 
believe that in whatſoever perſon theſe heavenly 


D principles 


— — — — — ww — 


ſaviour and redeemer— the 1 AM—the alpha and : 
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omega. And all the apaſtles bear witneſs that he. 


is the true God and eternal life—the. only wiſe- 


God our - faviour—God with us—im whom 


dwelleth all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily, &c. 
— Whatever names, attributes, characters, and 


perſections, are eſſential to deity, are given to and 
centre in the Lon p Jeſus Chriſt—he is the 
father, the ſon, and the holy ſpirit—the creator, 
redeemer, and regenerator—he is omnipgtent—... 
omniſcient—omnipreſent—immutable and eternal. 


He is the king of kings and LoRD of Lon bs Thy 


worſhipped and adored by all in heaven—worths 
to receive glory, honour, might, dominion, and 
mazeſty—for he was—he i5—and is o comer 
the AM—the only Jehovah. The father as to his 
divine effence, the ſon as to his divine humanity, 
and the holy ſpirit as to his divine operations, 
one God inone divine pexſon—to whom be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever — Happy ſhould 
I be and moſt ſincerely thankful, if what has been 

ſaid, ſhould be a mean of exciting in Aut mind a 


moſt ſerious and impartial enquiry into. this moſt 


eſſential and all-important truth, that you may 
be rationally and ſcripturally convinced the Lozp 
Jeſus is that Jag you wiſh to adore and 
love. 


But 


* 
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But t to proceed. Another eſſential dofiring 
which we maintain is pure ardent love to. the 
Lon p our God, ariſing from genuine knowledge 
and faith. We conceive that the eſſence of all 
true piety and religion is Love. Man is endow- 
ed with two faculties which conſtitute his LIE. 
One is called his WIL I, the other his UNDER 
sTAN DING. The human mind conſiſteth of theſe 
two faculties, and every power and principle of 
life hath its reſidence therein. Lovx conſtitut- 
eth the very eſſence of a man's life, forming accord- 
ing to its nature both the quality of his life and 
the general character of the man. There are two 
kinds of love, from which as their proper foun- 
tain all the varieties of goodneſs and truth 
derive their exiſtence. Theſe two kinds of love, 
are, love towards the Loxp and love to- 
ward our neighbour, The oppoſite loves 
to theſe and which give birth to all that is 
evil and falſe, are ſelf-love and the love of the 
world. Love to the Loxp therefore and love 
to our neighbour form the kingdom of heaven 
in the ſoul of man.“ Hence we maintain the 
abſolute neceſſity of loving the Loxvy our God 
with all the heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength and 
our neighbour as ourſelves.— We conſider theſe 
as the eſſence of all true religion. And we 
believe that in whatſoever perſon theſe heavenly 
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principles exiſt—he will hate and depart ſrom all 
evil—love what is good and true—give up his 
mind to the influence of love and wifdom from 
the Lox p—obey his commandments—and live a | 
pious, religious and moral life. Faith in the Loxp 
- Jeſus Chriſt as the living and true God—love to 
him charity to all mankind—and the heart and 
life obedient. to the divine commandments are 
eſſential doctrines in our creed. —We ſee it 
efſentially neceſſary to love the Loxd with all 
the heart—to love all mankind as ourſelves, and 
from thoſe principles to live a good heavenly and 
uſeful life—doing all poſſible ſervice to our fellow 
men of all names and parties—being kind, af- 
feftionate, and merciful—meek, lowly, and humble 
minded—eſteeming others better than ourſelves. 
—and willingly becoming the ſervants of all— 
that we may be w/eful to all. We believe that the 
Lob is come again in divine power and glory 
—to reſtore this heavenly life among mankind 
to ſet up a holy happy church and kingdom—to 
bring men back to the knowledge of the truth— 
the love of goodneſs—and the life of heaven. We 
are affured that the holy word of the Loxo is 
now opened in its ſpiritual ſenſe, its internal meaning 
—by which the things of heaven are made 
maniſeſt— the nature of the eterna! world - the 
true reſureQign—what man 15—that the ſoul is 
| the 
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the man—in a ſpiritual, ſubſtantial, human form, 
independent of thebody of fleſh and blood, that 
the laſt GENERAL judgment is paſt—the new 
heaven and new earth formed—the propheſies of 
the holy word accompliſhed, or in their accom- 
pliſhment—the laſt days come—that the Loxn 
our God will now be known—loved and obeyed 
—and reign with divine glory and power in his 
Zion for ever and ever.—We are convinced that 
as the apoſtles went forth and publiſhed his goſpel 
at his firſt advent, fo his ſecond coming, with the 
| glorious doctrines and truths now revealed—will, 
though at firſt oppoſed, be publiſhed in the earth 
—ſpread far and wide—that all ſhalt know the 
Loxp from the greateſt to the leaſt, and the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of 
our God. 0 "TN FOB by" 


But Sirs, you will not, you cannot expe& me 
to elucidate theſe ſubjects in an evening lecture. 
I have taken the liberty of mentioning them that 
you may underſtand what our views are, and 
make further enquiries if you think good—aſſur= 
ing you all, that however much they may be at 
prefent oppoſed, rejected, or accounted untrue, 
we eſteem it our #oxoR to publiſh them—and 
our unſpeakable happineſs to xxcEIVE them. 
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Having thus freely given you our views 
though in a very brief and curſory manner. I 
ſhall conclude with two or three obſervations and 
a word of advice.—1ſt, We may perhaps by many 
be conſidered as a SECO or a PARTY like others 

which now exiſt—that we have a right like them, to 
indulge our own ſentiments—and that they are 
of little conſequence to others. Indeed Sirs, if 
this were the caſe, I ſhould by no means have laid 
before you what I have done this evening ;—but 
rather given you a diſcourſe upon ſome general 
ſuhject in which we are all agreed—and not 
preſumed to have troubled you with our particular 
ſentiments, —But this is not the caſe, We do not 
conſider ourſelves as a fef or parly—we pretend 
not to eſteem any man as a founder of our religion 
—any more than we eſteem £Ezekie/ before Jeremi- 
ah, or Paul before Peter. — As to the man whoſe 
writings we recommend, he is no more to us 
than another. —It is the TRUTH revealed from the 
Lon p which we eſteem and venerate.— At preſent, 
| in as much as we are diſtinguiſhed from other 
ſocieties, we may be thought a ſe as doubtleſs 
the primitive chriſtians were: But we are aſſured 
that men ofall denominations will ere long receive 
the heavenly doarines we eſpouſe—that they will 


[| ſpread and become general—and that jn time we 
mall 
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| ſhall be ſo far from a ſect or party, that all ſeQs 
and denominations will ſubſide and pure truth 
enlighten every chriſtian mind—pure love rule in 
every chriſtian heart—and all be one in the 
Loxp—of one faith—one church —one people. 


But 2dly, it may be conceived that we who 
profeſs the doctrines of the Lon p's new church, 
look with contempt upon thoſe who have not 
received them and doubt of their ſalvation. No, 
God forbid. ' We highly efteem, value, and love as 


our own brother, every fincere, upright, good man, of 


every denomination, believing them the favorites 
of heaven—and that they will aſſuredly be happy 
with the LoRD, 


But 2dly, muſt we not ſuppoſe ourſelves the 
beſt and wiſeſt of men, becauſe we have received 


theſe important bleſſings before others? By no 


means. —From various cauſes it may have fo 
turned out that we have enjoyed theſe peculiar 
bleſſings a little before others of our chriſtian 
brethren. But there is no merit in this, — we are 
thankful but are convinced there are thouſands 
of the chriſtian name better men than ourſelves— 
we have nothing to boaſt of—humility and ſelt- 
abaſement become us—and we can unite our 
hands and our hearts with every one who loves 


the 
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the Loxp. Jeſus Chriſt and walks in his command- 
ments.—Bigotry and party ſpirit we deteſt, 


deſiring to cultivate unzver ſal Philanthropy pure 


CORN COG-wut to all mankind. 


\ 


\ 4th, But do we not pretend to infallibility — 


far from it. We only ſay, that we are rationally 
and ſeripturally convinced that what we have 
embraced are the truths of God—to us they are 


plain—ſelf-eviden—clear to a demonſtration—and 
we have no doubt but they will be ſo to all who 


inveſtigate them as we have done. Not long ago 
ve oppoſed them as others do now and had we 


not read and examined them without prejudice, 
and with ſincere defire to find out truth, we had 


oppoſed them ftill. 


But to conclude. Permit me then my chriſtian 


hearers, humbly to requeſt, that you will judge 


with moderation and candor, upon what I have 


delivered. If you think what I have ſaid is 


not founded upon divine truth, do not condemn 


it until you have impartially examined the evi- 
dence upon which it is founded. Suffer me 
earneſtly to recommend that you will read, conſider, 
and examine, with an unprejudiced, candid mind, 
' thoſe writings, which now you may deem extrava- 


gant 


Cy 


gant—viſionary and falſe. —And think not that I- 


have a wiſh to lead you rrom the word of God 
—the SACRED PAGEs.—No, if I were not fully 
convinced.that reading the above-named works 
would lead you to the ſcriptures—to underſtand 
them love them—value them far beyond what you 
ever yet have done -I would by no means recom- 
mend them. Were I convinced they would either 
lead you rRoM the bible or to judge falſiy of it, 
my tongue ſhould reſt in everlaſting ſilence, rather 
than I would ſo adviſe you. — But by reading 
theſe. works in the manner adviſed, I am perſuaded 
you will be led to ſee, there 1s an internal ſpiritual 
ſenſe in the holy word, which has, (through the 
evils and falſes of men), been long unknovn.— 
You will ſee the truth in the light of heaven, — 
know the Loxp Jeſus as your only God—hehold 
him in his ſecond appearing—have opened to 
your minds the realities of the eternal world— 
clearly diſcover that his new kingdom is begun 


— ſay in the language of our text, Come let us go up 


to the mountain of the Lox D- and to the houſe of the 
God of Facob—and he will teach us of his ways and we 
will walk in his paths for the law ſiall go forth of Zion, 
and the word of. the Lox D from Feruſalem.—And 
you will abound in dzvine wfdom—heavenly love— 


pure charity—you will be abundantly uſeful in life 


unſpeakably 
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—unſpeakably happy in your ſouls and rejoice 


in all the peculiar glories and honors of the 4 


Lon p's new kingdom for ever and ever. 


\ 


The remarks I have now made, I leave to your 
candid and impartial conſideration. —The judici- 


. ous hearers before whom 1 ſtand, will I tiuſt 


acquit me of any, the moſt diſtant intention to- 
give the leaſt offence by the freedom with which 
I have delivered, what, I judge, of ſuch eſſential 
zmportance,—I feel a fincere and cordial affeftion 


towards you all, though ſtrangers to me. And 


nothing leſs than a conſciouſneſs of duty, a deſire 


to be faithful—a love for truth—and an ardent 


wiſh that my fellow men—my fellow chriſtians, may 
be happy in the enjoyment of thoſe unſpeakable 


bleſſings with which the Loxp our God is favour- 


ing mankind in theſe laſt days,—could have 
induced me thus to addreſs (though 1 hope in 
humility and due deference) a candid and liberal 
fociety to whom I am indebted for the uſe of this 
pulpit. —May the bleſſings of heaven ever attend 
you all, with your worthy miniſter !—may divine 
truth illuminate every underſtanding—divine love 
inſpire every heart—pure charity unite you in. 
eternal r of peace, And may all your ſacrifices 
| unitedly 
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unitedly aſcend up as ſweet incenſe to the Loxp 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only God of heaven and earth 
in his divine humanity—in whoſe new kingdom 
of peace, power, and felicity—may you all live 
for ever and ever! Amen. 
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